[image: ]
Medical Emergencies at Local Schools Primarily Caused by Preventable Accidents; Not Violence
Because 2.2 million children ages 14 and younger will sustain a school related injury in America this year, according to the National Safe Kids organization, Great Falls Emergency Services (GFES) wants to inform parents about the preventable nature of most of these accidents.  Parents are advised that school age children are nine times more likely to sustain an unintentional injury than to be the victim of violence.  GFES paramedic crews echo the advice and recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Product Safety Commission with the following tips aimed at reducing Hot Springs’s statistics regarding child injury: 
For Parents
Getting your kids safely to school means sitting down with your kids and agreeing together about which walking route your kids will take to school or to the school bus.  Walk the route with your kids before they go it alone and making sure they know the rules of the road. 
Organize your children’s schedules so they don’t have to walk alone.  
Teach your kids not to accept rides or gifts from strangers.  (A stranger is a person they don’t know well or trust.)  
When driving kids to school, drop them off making sure you watch them actually walk into the school and pick them up as close to the school as possible. 
If your child bikes to school make sure he/she wears a helmet that meets one of the safety standards (U.S. CPSC, Snell, ANSI, ASTM, or Canadian). Research indicates that a helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by up to 85 percent. (Children under age 12 should not ride motorized scooters, according to recent recommendations from the Consumer Product Safety Commission.)
School bus riders need to know that they should wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, exit from the front using the handrail to avoid falls and cross the street at least 10 feet (or 10 giant steps) in front of the bus.  (The driver might not see a child who is too close to the front of the bus.)
Be sure that your child knows his or her home phone number and address, your work number, the number of another trusted adult and how to call 911 for emergencies
Give your child some strategies for coping with bullies. He should not give in to a bully’s demands, but should simply walk away or tell the bully to stop. If the bullying continues, talk to the teacher.
Tips for drivers:
Take extra precautions checking behind and around your car for children before starting out; especially right before or after school hours.  
Observe school zones.
Find out more about injury and illness prevention for children by checking the 
http://www.greatfalls-ems.com website
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